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A king or a ruling chief with a view to acquire a greater
prosperity, shall collect and wear a gem that has been found
pure after a satisfactory test. Men, dealing in gems and ex-
perienced in the art of detecting its defects and well versed in
the knowledge relating to the appraising oi precious stones,
should be deemed as the only persons capable of fixing the
price and ascertaining the water of a gem. Since the
learned hold diamond to be the most effulgent of all preci-
ous stones, we shall first describe the mode of testing the
diamond.

The least particle of bone of the conquerer of Indra,
falling or dropping down from the sky in a country,*
germinates diamond-crystals of varied shapes. The eight
regions or divisions of the country in which diamond is
found, are the Himalayas, the Matangas, the provinces of
Anga, Saurastra, Pouhdra, Kalinga, Koshala, the basin
of the river Venva, and the country of the Souveras.
Diamonds found in the region of the Himalays, are tinged
with a little copper-colour, while those found in the basin of
the Venva are coloured like the disc of the full moon.
Diamonds found in the country of the Souvera, are possessed
of a lustre similar to the deep shade of a black rain cloud,
while those found in the country of Sourashtra, shine with a
copper-coloured effulgence. Diamonds found in the country
of Kalinga, are coloured like the molten gold, while those
found in Koshala are yellow. Diamonds found in the country
of Poundra, are coloured blue, while those found in the
regions of the Matangas, are yellowish in their hue.

Gods are supposed to dwell in a particle of diamond,
wherever found, which is possessed of a clear, light shade and
the usual commendable features, is smooth and even at the
sides, and is divested of all threatening traits such as
scratches, dot like impressions, marks of crow's feet, or cloud-
ing impurities in its interior. Coloured diamonds, should be
be regarded as presided ov^r by different divinities according